instruments included in said financial instrumenJK data; 

accepting user-defined search criteria f9r said searchable 
pa3?feineters; 

searching the values identified for ytfhe set of searchable 
parameters for values matching the use5?^def ined search criteria; 
and 

identifying a set of financial instruments corresponding to 
values for the searchable paramejfefers matching the user-defined 
search criteria. 



22. The method of claim 21, wherein the financial 
instruments are stock options. 

23. The method /of claim 21, wherein the financial 
instruments are stocks. 



24. The method of claim 21, wherein, the financial 



/ 



instruments are bonds 



25. JThe method of claim 21, wherein the financial 
instruments are commodities. 



6. The method of claim 21, /wherein said step of processing 
he financial instrument data bo identify values for a set of 
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searchable parameters comprises the step of calculating ^ta 
values for the searchable parameters from the financi^ 
instrument data. 



27. The method of claim 26, wherein said step of 
identifying values for the set of searchable parameters from the 
/ / . financial instrument data comprises /the step of calculating 

{ ii / 

jU values for at least one of the following search parameters: 
^\J^ Black-Scholes value, percent i^'^called, percent if not called, in 
A/ the money, out of the money'f^olatility , earnings change, and 



/ 

spread between called and not called. 



28 



The method of claim 21, wherein the step of searching 



the financial instrument data for values matching the user- 
defined searct/Criteria comprises the step of searching financial 
instrument /data comprising at least one of the following: open 
interest / option month; spread between called and not called; 
price ; /volume ; volatility; price earnings ratio; earnings change; 
percentage volume change; number of shares^ range between high 
a r^ i d^low vgluoc; — a nd p ut options.. 

f^. ^he method of claim 21 ,/comprising the further step of: 
coj?lTirming that a user is/ authorized to request a search of 
the searchable parameters 
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30. The method of claim 29, wherein said step of /confirming 
that a user is authorized to request a search of the/searchable 
parameters comprises the step of confirming that user has paid 
prior to executing a search of the searchable parameters. 



31. The method of claim 29, wherein said step of confirming 
that a user is authorized to request a ^earch of the searchable 
parameters comprises the step of confirming that a user has 
registered prior to executing a sear;ch of the searchable 
parameters . 

32. The method of claim /21, further comprising the further 
steps of : 

establishing accounts/ for users, and 

storing in relation/to the accounts at least one user- 
defined set of criteria for searching the searchable parameters. 



33. The method of claim 21, wherein said user-defined 
search criteria comprises at least one range of values for said 
searchable parameters. 



34. Tne method of claim 33, wherein said at least one 
range of values comprises a maximum value and a minimum value. 



35. The method of claim 33, wherein said at least one range 
of values comprises values greater than a user-def/ned value. 

36. The method of claim 33, wherein sai^ at least one range 

/ 

of values comprises values less than a user-defined value. 

37. The method of claim 33, wherein said at least one range 
of values comprises a range of percentages. 

38. The method of clai^ny^^^ said step of accepting 
user-defined search criteria for said searchable parameters 
comprises the step of receiving user-defined search criteria over 
the Internet . 



39. The method of claim 38, comprising the further step of 



accepting user-defined search criteria formatted by a Web 
browser . 



40. The method of claim 21, wherein the step of identifying 



/ 



a set of /financial instruments comprises the step of transmitting 
data identifying a set of financial instruments across the 
Internet to the user. 
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41. The method of claim 40, further compriaing the step of 
formatting the data identifying the set of fj^ncial instruments 
for receipt by a Web browser. 

42. The method of claim 21^^ further comprising the step of 
storing the values identif ie5r for the set of searchable 
parameters in a database. 



43. The method of claim 21, further comprising the step of 
accepting revis^d^user-def ined search criteria for said 
searchable parameters. 

A computer- readable medium having computer-executable 



uctions for identifying financial instruments meeting 
edetermined investment criteria comprising the following steps 
retrieving financial instrument ^dat a from at least one data 
source ; 

processing the financial Instrument data to identify values 
for a set of searchable parameters corresponding to the 
predetermined investment/criteria for particular financial 
instruments included iri said financial instrument data; 

/ 

accepting user-defined search criteria for said searchable 
parameters ; 

searching' the values identified for the set of searchable 
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A 




parameters for values matching the user-defined search criteria.; 
and 

identifying a set of financial instruments cpafresponding to 
values for the searchable parameters matchirig^he user-defined 
search criteria. 

45.. A method of providing financial data to a user over a 
computer communications n^work, comprising the steps of: 

retrieving financial instrument data from at least one data 
source ; 

creating/a database of searchable data from the financial 
strument/ data; 

rer:eiving user-defined search criteria via the computer 
compplunications network; 

/ searching the database of searchable data to identify a set 
of financial instruments that satisfy the user-defined search 
criteria; and 

returning a representation of the identity of the identified 
set of financial instruments to the user over the computer 
cQmm tiiiic 'ati'Di^3--^ie±work . 




47. The method of claim 45, wherein the fin^cial 
instrument data relates to stock options. 

48. The method of claim 45, wherein tbie financial 
instrument data relates to bonds.. 

49. The method of claim 45, wherein the financial 
instrument data relates to commodit: 



50. The method of claim 45, wherein said step of creating a 

/ 

database of searchable data comprises the step of calculating 
data values derived from the/ financial instrument data. 





51. The method of Claim 45, wherein said step of creating 
the database of searchable data from the financial instrument 
data comprises the step of calculating values for at least one of 
the following: Black^^choles value, percent if called, percent if 
not called, in the^money, out of the money, volatility, earnings 
change, and spread between called and not called. 



52. The method of claim 45, wherein said step of searching 
the database of searchable data comprises the step of searching 
for defined ^values of at least one of the following data items: 
open interest; percent if called; percent if called; percent if 



not called; in the money; out of the money; option moi/th; spread 
between called and not called; minimum and maximum ^earch 
criteria; price; volume; volatility; Black- Schole-s value; price 
earnings ratio; earnings change; percentage volume change; number 
of shares; range between high and low valuesz/^and put options. 



53. The method of claim 45, comprising the further step of 
confirming that a user is authori^d to request a search of 
the searchable parameters. 



54. The method of claim 53, wherein said step of confirming 



/ 



that a user is authorized to request a search of the searchable 



/ 



parameters comprises the step of confirming that a user has paid 
prior to executing a search of the searchable parameters. 



55. The method of/ claim 53, wherein said step of confirming 



/ 



that a user is authorized to request a search of the searchable 



/ 



parameters comprises the step of confirming that a user has 



/ 



registered prior t^o executing a search of the searchable 
parameters . 



of; 



56. The/method of claim 45, comprising the further steps 



establ/ishing accounts for users, and 



storing in relation to the ^accounts at least one user- 
defined set of criteria f or.searching the searchable data. 




A computer- readable medium having computer-exe^xn:able 
instructions for performing the following steps: 

retrieving financial instrument data from ^ least one data 
source ; 

creating a database of searchabl^^data from the financial 

instrument data; 

receiving user-defined ^-^arch criteria via the computer 

communications networks- 
searching the database of searchable data to identify a set 

of financial in^ruments that satisfy the user-defined search 

criteria; ai 

rejourning a representation of the identity of the ^identified 
sety6f financial instruments to the user over the computer 
fcommunir^t -i onfl nptwo-rk . y 



58. A server system j^^grammed to perform the following 
steps : 

creating a database of financial instrument data from at 
least one data sdurce; 

creating^ a database of searchable data from the financial 
-lusJt-g umG n fi^da z ar^ 
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receiving user-defined search criteria j/xa. a computer 
communications network; 

searching the database of searjertiable data to identify a set 
financial instruments that s^isfy the user-defined search 
criteria; and 

returning a represerftation of the identity of the identified 
set of financial instxruments to the user over the computer 
nommnni r-34 ^4T7nfi nf^rwork: . 



59. The server of claim 58, wherein ^e financial 
instruments are stock options. 




Gy, server of claim 58, /wherein the financial 

instruments are stocks. 



61. The server of claim 58, wherein the financial 
instruments are bonds, 

62. The server of claim 58, wherein the financial 
instruments are/ commodities . 



/ 



The server of c/aim 58, wherein said step of returning 



a representation of the/ identity of the identified set of 



inancial instruments/ to the user comprises transmitting a 
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representation of the identity of 
instruments over the Internet. 




ified set of financial 




64. The server of claim 58, Wherein said step of receiving 
ser-def ined search criteria cojr^rises receiving the user-defined 

search criteria from the Internet . 

65. A method of identifying financial instruments meeting 
redetermined investment critema to a user, comprising the steps 

of: / 

presenting to a user a /set of searchable parameters 
corresponding to the prederiermined investment criteria; 

accepting user-deffned search criteria for said searchable 
parameters; / 

transmitting tme user-defined search criteria to a server 
for searching toj values of the searchable parameters 
corresponding 'do the user-defined search criteria; 

acceptiiag from the server a set of financial instruments 
corresponding to values for the searchable parameters matching 
the user /defined search criteria; and 

presenting to a user the set of financial instruments 
corresponding to values for the searchable parameters matching 
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66. The method of claim 65, wherein the finai^fcial 
instruments are stock options 

67. The method of claim 65, wherein th^ financial 
instruments are stocks. 

68. The method of claim 65, where^in the financial 
instruments are bonds. 

69. The method of claim 65/ wherein the financial 
instruments are commodities. 



70. The method of claim 65, wherein the searchable 

/ 

parameters comprises at Least one of the following: open 
interest; option months/spread between called and not called; 
price; volume; volatility; price earnings ratio; earnings change; 
percentage volume change; number of shares; range between high 



and low values; and put options 



of: 



and 



71. The method of claim 65, comprising the further steps 



receiving from the user, data for establishing an account; 



transmitting to the server, the data for establishing an 
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account . 

72. The method of claim 65, wherein said useir/def ined 
search criteria comprises at least one range of ^lues for said 
searchable parameters . 

73. The method of claim 72, wherein/ said at least one 

/ 

range of values comprises a maximum value and a minimum value. 



74. The method of claim 72, ^herein said at least one range 
of values comprises values greater than a user-defined value. 



75. The method of claim 72, wherein said at least one range 
of values comprises values/less than a user-defined value. 



76. The method of claim 72, wherein said at least one range 



/ 



of values comprises ^ range of percentages. 



77. The metihod of claim 65, wherein said step of 
transmitting the user-defined search criteria to a server 
comprises tra-nsmitting the user-defined search criteria over the 



/ 



Internet 



78./ The method of claim 65, wherein said step of accepting 
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from the server a set of financial instruments comprises 
receiving the set of financial instrument's from the Internet. 




79. The method of claim 65 ./wherein the user-defined search 
iteria has been formatted using a Web browser. 



80. The method of/claim 65, wherein the set of financial 
instruments is formatsxed for receipt by a Web browser. 

SI ."x A computer- readable medium having computer-executable 
instr;m:tions for performing steps comprising: 

presenting to a user a set jDf searchable parameters 
orresponding to the predetertrfined investment criteria; 

accepting user-define^ search criteria for said searchable 
parameters ; 

transmitting the/user-def ined search criteria to a server 
for searching for values of the searchable parameters 
corresponding to^the user-defined search criteria; 

accepting from the server a set of financial instruments 
correspondi^ng to values for the searchable parameters matching 
the user>^^de fined search criteria; and 

presenting to a user the set of financial instruments 
corresponding to values for the searchable parameters matching 




/ 



t - hc ugc T--deti'hecl g feaioli cil L e i ld. 
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